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BLACK  MUSLIMS  AND  THE  MILITARY  CHAPLAIN 

"Up  you  Mighty  Nation,  you  can  accomplish  as  you  will!"^  These 
are  the  words  of  the  Honorable  Elijah  Muhannnad.  Between  forty^ 
and  one  hundred^  thousand  of  the  22  million  Black  Americans  have  re*- 
sponded  to  his  call.  They  are  the  Nation  of  Islam  in  America  or 
Black  Muslims j  probably  the  fastest  growing  racially  exclusive 
sect  in  this  country.  They  meet  together  three  times  a  week  in 
some  one  hundred  mosques  or  missions  across  fifty  states. **  Mr. 
Muhammad  is  heard  over  eighty  seven  radio  stations  each  week.^  His 
movement  owns  many  businesses  and  is  presently  advertising  to  lease, 
rent  or  buy  one  million  acres  of  farm  land. 

What  are  they  like?  Where  do  they  come  from?  What  do  they 
believe? 

These  are  some  of  the  questions  that  a  Military  Chaplain  will 
need  to  answer  as  he  tries  to  understand  and  assist  the  people  under 
his  care  who  are  Black  Muslims. 


^Muhanmiad  Speaks,  a  weekly  newspaper  published  by  Muhammad's 
Mosque  No.  Two  25Ub  South  Federal  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois,  60616. 
November  3,  1972.  Page  S«3. 

^Malcolm  X  ed.  Alex  Haley.  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X. 
NY:  Grove  Press,  1965.  p.  iilO. 

3.  Dr.  C.  Eric  Lincoln.  The  Black  Muslims  in  America.  Boston: 
Beacon  Press,  I96I.  p. 17.  Unless  otherwise  noted  most  of  the  irfc- 
rmation  in  this  paper  comes  from  Dr.  Lincoln's  definitive  work. 

U.  Malcolm  X.  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X.  p.  290. 

5.  Muhammad  Speaks.   November  3,  1972.  p.  1U. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  22 
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I.  What  are  they  like? 

They  are  Black  iWericans  who  live,  for  the  most  part,  in  cities. 
A  cresant  and  star  pin  is  sometimes  in  their  lapels  as  an  identifying 
mark.  In  appearance,  they  are  clean  shaven  and  close-cropped  like 
their  leader,  Mr.  Muhammad.  As  for  their  dietary  practices,  they 
eat  no  pork  and  are  encouraged  to  eat  only  one  meal  a  day.  In  De- 
cember, a  month  of  fasting,  they  eat  no  meat.  Their  practices  do 
not  include  the  use  of  tobacco,  alcohol  or  drugs;  nor  do  they  be- 
lieve in  gambling.  Muslims  are  characteristically  honest,  hard 
working  and  responsible  with  a  rather  serious  outlook  on  life.  In 
their  families,  the  roles  of  the  husband  and  wife  and  the  children 
are  clearly  defined  in  the  patriarchal  pattern.  One  of  their  strong- 
est emphises  is  put  upon  honoring  and  caring  for  their  women.  In 
financial  matters,  they  are  encoiiraged  to  shun  credit  buying  and 
give  generously  to  the  Nation  of  Islam  and  its  causes. 

In  the  area  of  worship,  we  note  that  their  personal  devotional 
life  is  built  around  personal  prayer  and  meditation.  Five  times  a 
day,  facing  Mecca,  they  pray.  If  they  get  up  at  night,  they  pray 
again.  Always,  there  is  a  cleansing  ritual  prior  to  the  prayer. 
The  morning  ablution  is  performed  by  washing  first  the  right  hand, 
then  the  left.  The  teeth  are  then  brushed  with  3  rinsings  of  the 
mouth  and  the  nostrils.  A  shower  completes  the  whole  body's  puri- 
fication in  readiness  for  prayer. 7  Public  worship  centers  in  the 
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'Malcolm  X.     The  Autobiography  of  micolm  X.     p.   193. 
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local  mosque  or  mission.  When  it  is  possible,  Muslims  attend 
three  services  a  week;  beginning  at  three  P.M.  on  Sundays  and  ab 
eight  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  These  services  are  for  mem- 
bers as  well  as  black  enquirers.  At  the  services,  Mr.  Muhammsii's 
teachings  are  expounded.  Where  there  is  no  mosque  or  mission, 
Muslims  may  meet  together,  selecting  their  own  leader  from  among 
the  more  experienced  men.  Muslim  Mosques  and  missions  are  usually 
found  in  the  center  of  slum  areas  because  their  main  evangelistic 
thrust  is  to  people  of  these  areas. 

Muslim  ministers  are  selected  by  the  Messenger,  Mr.  Muhammad 
and  trained  by  him  or  by  one  of  his  leading  ministers  (OJT). 
Advanced  education  does  not  seem  to  be  an  important  factor  for  the 
minister,  but  a  Muslim  education  is  important  for  all  members. 
Elementary  schools  have  been  set  up  in  connection  with  several  of 
the  larger  mosques. 

Persons  may  become  a  part  of  the  Nation  of  Islam  by  attending 
at  least  three  meetings  and  then  writing  an  application  to  the 
main  Headquarters  in  Chicago.  At  this  time,  their  old  "slave" 
name  (family  name)  is  discarded  and  a  new  one  is  taken.  "X"  is 
substituted  for  the  surname.  For  example,  if  a  member  is  the 
fourteenth  person  named  John  to  join  that  mosque,  he  is  called 
John  lUx.  The  "X"  suggests  the  unknown  names  of  his  African  fore- 
bears. It  also  means  that  he  is  no  longer  what  he  was  and 

3 


indicates  the  mystery  as  to  what  he  will  be.  Later  an  Arabic 
name  may  be  given  in  place  of  the  ll+X  as  acknowledgement  of 
service  in  the  Nation  of  Islam. 

Discipline  and  security  are  maintained  by  the  F.O.I. ,  the 
Fruit  of  Islam,  which  is  made  up  of  the  finest  looking  and  most 
loyal  of  their  young  men.  Raymond  Sharriff,  son-in-law  of  Mr. 
Muhammad,  is  their  Supreme  Captain  and  a  leading  candidate  to  su- 
cceed Mr.  Muhammad.  Punishment  for  deviance  for  the  Nation's 
roles  is  isolation.  In  the  case  of  minor  infractions,  isolation 
from  the  Nation  could  be  for  several  weeks.  Serious  disobedience 
results  in  permanent  rejection.  Malcolm  X  tells  of  refusing  to 
speak  to  or  have  anything  to  do  with  his  own  brother,  because  he 

o 

had  been  excommunicated  from  the  Nation. 

Muslims  are  advised  to  obey  the  law  of  the  country  as  long 
as  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  teachings  of  Mr.  Muhammad.  They 
do  not  take  part  in  sit-ins  ot  any  kind  of  civil  disobedience. 
They  are  told  never  to  be  the  aggressor.  However,  if  they  are 
attacked,  they  should  be  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  retalia- 
tion. Their  readiness  to  defend  themselves  is  illustrated  by  an 
event  which  took  place  on  Mx  April  1972.  New  York  Police  had  re- 
ceived an  anonymous  telephone  appeal  for  help,  directing  them  to 
Mosque  #7.  Two  irtiite  patrolmen  responded  to  the  call.  They 


"Malcolm  X.  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X.  p.  295- 


were  refused  admittance  to  the  Mosque  and  tried  to  force  their 
way  in.  Reinforcements  were  called  in  and,  during  a  shoot-out, 

five  policemen t,and  two  civilians  were  wovinded.   In  October,  1972, 
the  New  York  Times  noted  that  Mr.  Muhammad  had  advised  his  follow- 
ers to  get  out  of  police  work.  Accordii^  to  the  report,  he  felt 
that  some  police  spies  had  infiltrated  his  organization. ^°  From 
the  beginning,  the  Messenger  has  discouraged  Military  Service  by 
his  followers.  In  19ii1,  he  was  imprisoned  for  three  and  a  half 
years  because  he  told  his  people  not  to  register  for  the  draft. 
His  stand  suggests  that  many  cf  the  Muslims  who  are  in  Military 
Service  became  Muslims  after  they  were  inducted.  Draft  Boards 
consider  the  appeal  for  Conscienteous  Objector  status  by  young 
Muslims  on  an  individual  basis. 

Fraternal  responsibility  is  an  important  characteristic  of 
the  Movement.  Any  Black  Muslim  should  be  ready  to  die  for  his 
brother,  and  more  especially  for  his  sister.  Active  caring  has  ? 
also  been  a  significant  factor  in  their  rather  successful  pro- 
gram among  prison  inmates  and  drug  addicts.  Their  best  known 
minister,  Malcolm  X,  was  a  prisoner  and  addict  when  the  teaching 
of  Elijah  Muhammad  transformed  his  life. 


%ew  York  Times.  New  York,  New  York.  April  16,  1972.  p.  56, 
col.  IT* 

''-'New  York  Times.  October  29,  1972.  |J.20,  col.  h. 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  Black  Muslim  Movement  is  very 
different  from  the  Black  Panther  Party.  The  latter  is  imich  more 
a  political  organization  while  the  former  even  discoirrages  ad- 
herents from  voting  or  holding  a  public  office.  At  times,  the 
two  groups  are  not  at  all  compatible.  In  Atlanta,  GA  on  15 
February  1971,  there  was  a  fight  between  Black  Muslims  and  Black 
Panthers  during  which  100  riot  policy  were  called  out.  Twenty- 
one  Blacks  were  arrested.  Each  group  had  wanted  to  sell  its  own 
newspaper  on  the  same  downtown  street  comer. 

There  is  now  reputed  to  be  some  interval  struggle  within  the 
Nation  of  Islam.  Dissidents  are  described  as  dedicated  young  men 
like  Malcolm  X  who  charge  that  the  Organization  has  become  too 
narowly  sectarian,  inhibited  and  insulated  from  other  American 
Blacks.  The  shooting  death  of  two  patrolmen  and  two  Muslims  in 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  has  been  attributed  to  this  unrest. ^^  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  iriiether  this  analysis  is  true. 


^^New  York  Times.  February  16,  1971.  p.  37.  col.  3. 
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^New  York  Times.     January  21 ,   1972.     p.   1.       col.  h- 


II.  Where  did  this  Movement  come  from?  How  did  it  happen? 

In  midsummer  of  1930,  a  raiysterious  peddler  appeared  in  the 
Negro  community  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  was  thought  to  be  an 
Arab.  He  sold  raincoats,  silks,  and  artifacts.  As  he  visited 
in  the  homes,  he  would  tell  to  those  irtio  listened  to  him  tales 
of  the  rich  and  ancient  culture  of  their  black  relatives  across 
the  sea.  He  would  admonish  them  about  certain  foods,  making 
suggestions  that  he  said  would  improve  their  health.  He  began 
to  speak  against  the  white  man  and  Christianity.  His  name  was 
Mr.  Farrad  I4ihammad,  Walter  0.  Fard,  or  Mr.  F.  Mohammad  Ali. 
He  annovinced  that  he  was  from  the  Holy  City  of  Mecca,  and  that 
he  was  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe.  Some  of  those  who 
heard  him  were  awed  by  his  apparent  fearlessness  and  inspired 
by  his  accoTint  of  the  glorious  history  of  Black  Africa  and  Asia. 
These  became  his  followers,  meeting  at  first  in  homes  and  then  in 
a  rented  temple.  Within  three  years,  he  had  begun  a  Fruit  of 
Islam  program  and  established  a  University  of  Islam  (primary  and 
secondary  grades),  and  a  Hislim  Girls  Training  School.  The 
significance  of  Fard  to  the  Movement  has  been  symbolized  by  the 
celebration  of  his  birthday.  February  26,  his  birthday,  was 
designated  as  one  of  the  most  important  days  of  the  year.  It 
is  celebrated  as  "Savior's  Day".  On  that  day.  Black  Muslims 
do  no  work  and  all  who  can  make  the  journey  to  Chicago  where  a 
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great  assembly  of  the  Nation  of  Islam  is  held.  Although  Ffltrd 
was  the  originator  of  the  Nation  of  Islam,  the  one  who  really- 
developed  the  Movement  was  Elijah  Muhammad. 

Elijah  Muhammad,  bom  Elijah  Poole,  was  an  early  officer  in 
the  Movement.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Baptist  Minister  who  migrated 
from  Georgia  to  Detroit  in  the  1920's.  He  was  named  Minister  of 
Islam  early  in  193ti  and  became  its  sole  leader  in  June  193U  ^en 
Fard  mysteriously  vanished.  Elijah  Muhainmad  became  the  prophet 
and  messenger  of  Allah  (who  was  W.O.  Fflird).  It  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  although  Mr.  Muhammad  is  a  small  man,  with  only  a 
fourth  grade  education,  smd  weakened  by  a  severe  asraahatic  con- 
dition, he  has  somehow  inspired  the  absolute  loyalty  of  thousands 
of  his  followers. 

Presently,  Mr.  Muhammad  keeps  a  home  in  both  Chicago,  Illinois 
and  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

From  the  beginning,  Mr.  Mohammad's  six  sons  and  a  daughter 
have  been  active  in  the  Movement.  One  son,  Akbar,  left  the  Move- 
ment in  196^'^  while  during  that  same  year  smother  son,  Wallace, 
recanted  an  earlier  defection. 


%ew  York  Times.  January  15,  196^.  p.  19.  Col.  3- 

Ibid.  February  27,  1965.  p.  1 .  Col  3* 
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The  primary  person  of  importance  in  the  expansion  of  the  Mus- 
lim Movement  was  Malcolm  I.  He  w«s  bom  Malcolm  Little,  the  son 
of  a  Baptist  Minister  whose  home  was  burned  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
when  Malcolm  was  six  years  old.  Shortly  after  this,  he  saw  his 
father  killed.  tPhe  trama  of  all  these  things  proved  too  much  for 
his  mother,  and  she  gradually  lost  her  mind.  She  was  placed  in 
a  mental  hospital,  and  the  children  were  scattered  among  various 
families  and  agencies.  After  completing  the  eighth  grade,  Malcolm 
moved  to  Boston  where  he  lived  with  an  Aunt.  Later,  he  moved  to 
New  York  City  where  he  became  a  drug  addict  and  a  successful  push- 
er, pimp  and  thief.  In  19U6,  Malcolm  was  caught  and  imprisoned 
for  burglary.  Two  years  later,  while  still  in  prison,  he  began 
to  turn  to  the  teachings  of  Mr.  Maharanad.  Several  members  of 
his  family  had  already  become  followers.  His  life  changed  dras- 
tically as  he  stopped  smoking,  drinking  and  taking  drugs.  He 
followed  Mr.  Itxhammad's  role  of  abstaining  from  pork  and  became 
interested  in  furthering  his  education.  He  spent  as  much  time 
as  he  could  reading  as  well  as  taking  every  opportunity  to  enter 
into  debates.  Malcolm  came  out  of  prison  in  1952,  gratefully  de- 
voted to  Mr.  Muhammad  and  eager  to  lend  his  dynamic  leadership 
to  the  Messenger  of  the  Nation  of  Islam.  Mr.  Muhammad  accepted 
him  as  a  son  and  made  him  a  minister  of  Islam.  For  the  next  12 
years,  the  Movement  grew  rapidly.  Many  new  mosques  were  opened, 
the  membership  grew  and  Muslims  aggressively  sought  new  members. 
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Every  male  member  was  required  to  "fish  for  the  dead."  This 
meant  talking  to  other  Black  people  in  an  effort  to  bring  what 
the  Muslims  thought  of  as  mentally  dead  Blacks  into  the  enlight- 
enment of  the  Nation  of  Islam.  Malcolm  X,  the  dynamo  of  this  new 
aggressive  spirit,  became  the  right  hand  of  Mr.  Muhammad  and  the 
chief  exponent  for  the  Nation  to  the  non-Muslim  world.  He  was 
made  the  minister  for  New  York  City,  with  three  mosques  and  an 
aggressive  membership.  However,  his  success  and  renoun  was  not 
without  drawbacks;  for  at  the  Headquarters  in  Chieaco,  there  seem- 
ed to  be  those  who  were  jealous  of  him.  Then  when  President 
Kennedy  was  assassinated,  Mr.  Mohammad  instructed  all  of  his  Min- 
isters to  make  no  comments  about  the  murder  to  the  press.  Malcolm 
X  was  asked  by  the  press  what  he  thought  about  the  asassination. 
He  replied  that  "the  chickens  had  come  home  to  roost."  Mr.  Mu- 
hammad said  that  it  was  for  this  disobedience  that  he  silenced 
Malcolm  for  a  month.  This  was  in  December  of  1963.^^  Malcolm 
felt  that  this  incident  was  only  an  excuse  to  get  rid  of  him,  and 
that  Mr.  Muhammad  did  not  intend  to  restore  him.  There  followed 
a  gradually  widening  rift  between  the  Messenger  and  his  chief 
minister.  Malcolm  was  not  present  for  the  assembly  the  following 
February   and  in  March  196U  he  broke  with  Mr.  Muhammad. ^"^  Some 


^%ew  York  Tings.  December  5,  1963.  p.  22.  Col.  3. 
^^Ibid.  February  27,  196U.  p.  23.  Col.  U. 
^"^Ibid.  Iferch  9,  1961;.  p.  1.  Col.  5. 
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of  the  New  York  Muslims  left  with  him  to  found  the  Organization 
of  Afro- American  Unity.  In  order  to  validate  his  Muslim  creden- 
tials, and  hopefullyifto  realign  his  own  life  and  movement,  he 

1 R 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  later  totired  parts  of  Africa. 

With  his  return  to  New  York,  his  doctrinal  emphasis  was  some- 
what changed  and  he  attacked  Mr.  Muhammad  even  more  vigorously. 

Then  on  February  21,  1965,  as  he  rose  to  make  a  speech  in  the 

1 9 
Audubon  Ballroom  in  New  York  City,  he  was  shot  to  death.  ^  The 

next  evening.  Black  Muslim  Mosque  #7  in  Manhattan  was  fire  bombed,  ^0 

Muslim  Mosques  everywhere  were  put  under  police  guard.  Intense 

security  precautions  were  taken  by  the  police  and  the  FOI  for  the 

Savior's  Day  Celebration  in  Chicago  on  February  26th.  Only  about 

21 
3,000  people  (half  the  usual  number)  attended  the  meeting. 

The  feud  with  Malcolm  X  seems  to  have  retarded  the  growth  of 

the  Movement  in  that  it  shook  the  confidence  of  some  within  the 

organization  and  repelled  some  would-be  converts  from  the  Black 

community.  Since  196$,  Black  Muslims  have  sotight  to  heal  their 

own  wounds  and  re-establish  lost  confidence  in  the  community. 

Their  preoccupation  with  this  seems  to  make  them  less  concerned 

than  ever  about  any  dialogue  with  the  irtiite  community. 


^"Malcolm  X.  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X.  p.  Ul9. 
""^ew  York  Times.  February  22,  196$.  p.  1.  Col.  2. 
2*-*Malcolra  X.  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X.  p.  UUl . 
2^Ibid.,  p.  kkQ- 
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III.  Why  did  all  of  this  happen?  What  do  Black  Muslims  believe? 
The  literature  states  their  beliefs. 

America's  so-called  Negros  are  the  '!Lost  Nation  of  Islam  in 
North  America."  They  have  now  been  found  and  a  Messenger  (Elijah 
Muhammad)  has  been  sent  to  prepare  them  for  their  day  of  destiny. 
The  Black  Man  is  thought  of  as  the  Israel  of  the  Bible  and  all  of 
God's  promises  are  addressed  to  him  rather  than  to  the  Jewish 
Israel . 

There  is  one  God  (not  three)  and  his  name  is  Allah.  His  in- 
carnation  was  Wallace  D.  Fard.    All  Black  men  represent  Allah 
or  at  least  participate  in  him  for  all  Black  Men  are  Divine. 
The  Black  man  is  the  premegenitor  of  all  that  exists.  Allah  is 
the  Supreme  Black  Man. 

The  Original  Man  is  the  Black  Man,  the  first  add  the  last. 
He  coexists  with  the  Creation  of  the  earth.  He  is  Muslim  whether 
he  knows  it  or  not.  Forgiveness  comes  to  those  (Black  Men)  who 
retxim  to  their  kind  (Black  Muslims).  The  Black  Man  will  maintain 
a  high  moral  life-style  appropriate  to  his  divinity,  for  he  is 
the  true , realistic  ruler  of  the  earth.  Black  people  are  the  Lost 
Sheep,  the  Prodigal  Sons,  and  will  be  given  the  Kingdom. ^^ 


^^Mohammad  Speaks.  Back  page.  What  Muslims  Believe.  Item  A  1. 

^^Bemard  Ctishmeer.  This  Is  the  One.  Phoenix,  Arizona:  Tiruth 
Publications,  1970.  p.  ^W. 
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Elijah  Muhammad  comes  directly  from  God  and  is  guided  by  God. 
He,  not  Jesus  nor  the  M\iharamad  of  "Old  Islam"  is  the  Messenger 
(Door).  ^  All  of  the  promises  concerning  the  Messiah  refer  to 
Elijah  Muhammad.  He  is  the  Good  Shepherd.^ 

The  Devil  is  the  VJhite  Man.  He  has  been  here  only  6,000  years. 
The  white  man  was  created  out  of  the  weak  of  the  Black  Ifen  by 
Yakub,  a  Black  scientist  in  rebellion  against  Allah.  The  Devil 
was  given  6,000  years  to  rule  the  earth.  This  rule  was  ended  in 
I9IU.  A  period  of  grace  (7U  years)  extends  his  rule  to  I988.  Then 
the  Black  Nation  will  take  its  place  as  the  rulers  of  the  Universe. 
The  White  Man  can  not  accept  Islam  because  he  is  a  Devil.  He  is 
doomed.  Therefore  integration  with  him  would  be  useless  and  dan- 
gerous. He  is  the  open  enemy  of  the  Black  Man  and  cannot  be 
trusted. 26 

Christianity  is  a  White  Ifen's  religion.  It  is  used  to  keep 
Black  men  down.  Moses  and  Jesus  are  prophets,  but  their  life  aid 
teachings  have  been  twisted  to  fit  the  Devil's  purposes. 

Black  Muslims  are  not  Americans  and  owe  no  allegiance  to  the 
flag  or  obligation  to  serve  in  the  Armed  Forces.  This  is  not  their 
land  because  there  is  no  justice  or  equality  here. 


2I1 

^Bernard  Cushmeer.  This  Is  The  One.  Phoenix,  Arizona;  Truth 

Publications,  1970.  p.  iTJl! 
^^Ibid.  p.  131. 

Muhammad  Speaks.  Back  Page.  What  Muslims  Believe.  No.  9. 

^^Muhammad  Speaks.  Back  Page.  What  Muslims  Believe.  No.  10. 
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What  if  any,  are  the  differences  between  the  beliefs  of  the 
Black  Muslims  and  those  of  the  Moslems  of  Africa  and  Asia?  Mus- 
lims do  not  believe  in  the  brotherhood  of  all  men  nor  do  they 
believe  in  a  life  after  death.  They  are  also  different  from  the 
"Old  Islam"  in  that  they  reject  the  Unique  divinity  of  Allah  and 
think  of  themselves  as  the  owners  of  the  earth.  Both  groups  ac- 
cept the  Quran  as  authoritative  and  other  Scriptures  as  helpful. 

The  goal  of  the  Muslims  is  separation.  The^disparage  the 
blue-eyed  Devil  and  his  culture,  repudiating  the  Negro  identity. 
They  want  all  Black  People  united  under  the  Nation  of  Islam  and 
separated  from  Whites.  They  have  already  attained  religious  se- 
paration. No  non-Black  is  allowed  in  their  Mosques.  Socially, 
they  now  work  with  and  associate  with  Whitesj  but  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  social  separation  is  coming.  Economically,  they 
are  building  their  Black  businesses  and  encouraging  their  people 
to  buy  Black,  preferably  Black  Muslim.  Geographically,  they  are 
asking  for  a  separate  state  or  states  here  in  this  country  or 
elsewhere  provided  and  provisioned  by  their  former  white  slave 
masters . ^° 

In  summary,  we  have  seen  something  of  the  Nation  of  Islam 
in  America;  it's  practices,  development,  and  beliefs.  Hopefully, 
this  knowledge  will  aid  the  Military  Chaplain  in  identifying,  tm- 
derstanding,  and  assisting  the  Black  Muslims  in  his  unit,  as  well 


^"Muhammad  Speaks.  Back  Page.  What  Muslims  Want.  Item  No.  k- 
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as  helping  hitn  to  minister  to  the  members  of  his  congregation  as 
they  deal  with  Black  Muslim  Doctrines  and  what  may  be  an  increas- 
ing number  of  Muslims  in  the  Military. 


ARTHUR  J.  PEARCE 
Chaplain  (MAJ),  USA 
5  -  16  -  C22  -  73  -  1 
(13  December  1972) 
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